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Abstract

Small towns in the Lublin Province are abundanhwitiildings possessed of outstanding
historical and architectural values, representhgy c¢ulture of past generations. Piaski,
about 30 km east of Lublin, also boasts some ofré¢hnearkable characteristic of small
towns. Not only does it feature post-Jewish tenasdut also a palace and complexes
of religious buildings situated on its outskirt$ig article focuses on the Kgelec - an
unused, dilapidated former Protestant church. Nearks are being carried out that
have inspired the Piaski town authorities to trfimol a best-use scenario for the former
church, in order to preserve its architectural galfor future generations. The authors of
this article aim to prove the necessity of reseanctt analysis in finding the best new
functions for properties whose function has alredggn imposed. The example of
successfully completed revitalisation works at tpalace and park complex in
Gardzienice, located not far from the baroque Rtate church in Piaski, illustrates the
advantages of some of the adaptation processesahdite employed in such buildings.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Architecture has surrounded us for centuries. tably, this is partly because
over time, buildings appear around us whose begs dae long past. This
is closely related to how well they have been naaimdd, as well as what their
original purpose was. The authors of this artiaikemd to present such
buildings’ as they stand in the present. In thengas used in this paper, both
from Poland and abroad, they will present succéssfempts to introduce new
functionalities to buildings whose original funatiavas completely different.

Over the centuries, religion has had a huge inflteeon the architecture of
the world. Sacral architecture is not only abouti§€lan churches, but also
the great buildings and monuments in Egypt and ¢&rdbat were erected in
the name of faith in gods. Some of the greatesti@atural wonders were built
for this reason, and it triggered the developmenarahitectural styles and
the building of ever-larger and richer temples. @etition to create the

worthiest temples that could truly be calladHouse of Godfurther shaped

architectural forms and promoted certain architedtnovelties [3]. It is hard to

imagine now any city without even one such gloriteraple. Despite a general
weakening of faith, the number of places for pecdplegather in its name

is huge. In today’'s era of civilizational progretise number of lay buildings

deprived of their original function is also risisgnificantly. These include old

industrial buildings, office buildings, as well amall buildings which were

either never finished, or that have been abandaitbdut re-purposing.

The reasons for this are many and varied. So,ddsté mass-producing new
buildings, attention should instead be paid to Hdgpexisting ones, often

abandoned, yet sometimes having extraordinary giaten

2. ANEED FOR A NEW FUNCTION

Often, the need for new functionality in a buildibgcomes a driving force for
further development of the existing architectureistbtic buildings are
frequently given modern features, without comprangjsthe historic tissue
forming their character and uniqueness.

One prime example from overseas of the transfoonaif a building’s original
sacral function to another is the Lumen United Refxd Church & Community
Centre URC in London, England (Fig. 1), designed Teis and Khan
Architects [4]. This religious building was adaptéal become a place for
leisure, a coffee shop. The introduction of grefanumto thesacrumcould,
at first, be shocking, but with time gives an imgmien of integral unity.
The uniqueness and monumentality that accompagilig#oius architecture with
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new features complementing and penetrating thetiegisfeatures, gives
additional value to their perception. In this cadés was made possible by
addressing a larger, more diverse audience thannmember of the church.
Adapting the 20th-century church building to thed of the local community
gave it a certain neutrality, significantly chargjirthe perception of its
architecture and new functions [4].

Fig. 1. The Lumen United Reformed Church & Commufientre URC in London
(author’s photo)

Here in Poland, a hint of this kind of adaptaticem cbe seen in the Alfa
Shopping Center, at the intersection of A. MickiemvandSwictojanska streets

in the northeastern city of Biatystok. The convensiwork done to the area and
19th century buildings of the old Becker factorywndalistinguishes this

shopping centre from hundreds of others (Fig. 2ih Wistoric elements of the
former factory preserved and re-used in the nevigde§ his combination of

historic buildings with modern materials, so ofemcountered in many newly-
adapted shopping centres, tends to be interestidgaccessful. The Alfa is an
example of respect for an existing, historic stoetthat forms part of the
character of the city.

Fig. 2. Alfa Centrum Bialystok (author’s photo)
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Following the trail of the Lublin Renaissance stim¢o the southeast of the
country, the attention is caught by a historic palaand park complex
in Gardzienice, near the city of Lublin itself, whihas been adapted into the
European Centre for Theatre Practices in Gradzieriocated on the Lublin
Upland, the 17th century palace (Fig. 3) is consideby the Lubelskie
Province’s residents to be an integral part ofttistoric Jan 11l Sobieski Route
[5]. And by complementing this historic buildingtvitheatre functions, it now
attracts not only Polish art and theatre studdmis,also guests from abroad.
With the fusion of these two purposes, visitors iateoduced to a completely
new space. The experience of the artistic and ilkahevents presented by the
Centre, within the context of what is already aqueei building, is heightened
through exploration of the entire palace and parkmlex.

g A g_:’ )__.—.- >

Fig. 3. Gardzienice Pélace (author’s photo)

The Centre adapted not only the former palace,alsd the entire historical
grounds around it, including the outlying buildingsll of this was made
possible largely through EU funding and the invatemt of the Centre itself.
Gardzienice can be proud of the place, visitedumsts from Poland as well as
from all around the world.

3. HUGE POTENTIAL IN SMALL BUILDINGS

Piaski is a small town in the Lublin Province orettwvay from Lublin to
Zamai¢. Its more recent history is closely linked witls lewish population,
while traces of the first settlements of today’'sadRi date as far back as the
Palaeolithic era [6]. In addition to the many higtduildings along the main
street, as well as the church which today opel@des temple, Piaski is home to
the ruins of a Protestant church (Fig. 4).
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The Polish Brethren, a name also used to defirectioh of the Reformation
in Poland, were one of the most interesting religi@and social movements
in Poland. The first official synod of Polish Bre¢gh was held in 1562, and
the last in 1662 [2]. It was at the end of theitidties, in 1649, that
an Evangelical and Reformed church was devotedidskP[6], the ruins of
which are located near the Piaski fish ponds, byttlivn's football pitch. After
the exile of the Polish Brethren from the RepuldfcPoland, the buildings
served as a temple for masses and greater serdiseime passed, though,
it slowly began to fall into ruin. Julian Grzesikrites “(...) the Protestant
church temple was built in the years 1783 to 172%"The building itself was
built of white stone, partly of brick, covered witltes and sheet metal and with
the entrance facing east and surrounded by a hah with an entry gate. It
was a place of worship when Piaski belonged tdPtfugestant religion. Next to
the church stood wooden school buildings, for tbbility and choirboys, as
well as a shelter for the poor [1].

it

Fig. 4. The ruins of the old Protestant churchimsléi (author’s photo)

Today, dense vegetation and overgrowth does mowdtr proper appreciation
of the complex architectural value that the forBeotestant church in Piaski
undoubtedly still retains. Left unattended, it Haeen deprived of its roof,
window frames and some of the plasterwork. Theeeadso only traces left of
its surrounding walls, which are difficult to find the dense vegetation on
Koscielec Hill. However, Piaski’'s municipal authorities hawmdertaken the
revitalization of this element of their city’s hisy with a planned investment
that aims to renew and adapt the old church tovafoaction [8]. As part of
a workshop entitledPlanning for Reagla 1:200 scale model of the church and
its surroundings has been built (Fig. 5), to beduss the centrepiece of
discussion with local activists and residents ef @inea about its possible future
uses.
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18 Piotr GLEN, Aleksandra JAROCKA-MIKRUT

Fig. 5. A model of the ruins of the Protestant chuaind its surroundings in Piaski
(photo: ‘MODEL IN SCALE’ by Piotr Jezierski)

4. CONCLUSIONS

Using the examples presented in this paper, théoesut have shown
the potential of often forgotten buildings. By Highting some successful
revitalisation projects and adaptations of origipatposes to completely new
ends, they have also pointed out the opporturtitiese buildings present.

They have focused particularly on the remains effdrmer Protestant church
in Piaski, southeast Poland, which is currently argding the adaptation
process. Although the current state of preservaiiaime old Protestant church
leaves much to be desired, it is worth noting thatlocal authorities have taken
steps to save this historic place. An analysiseisidp made in order to better
illustrate the site’s current status, using a scatalel and a planned debate
on the potential of the area. This is, in geneaajood way of revitalizing old
and abandoned buildings of historical characted inthis case creates the
possibility of adapting the old church building the most functional and
attractive way.

As noted by the authors of the article in the sectin the Sobieski Palace
Restoration Project in Lublin, in order to emphasikhe historical form and
values of such buildings in the best way, the histd and historically
important elements should be complemented and pcated into the new
design [7].

It is important to take note of deteriorating ofined buildings, especially
interesting or historical buildings, and by givitttem new functionality make
them more attractive, and add value to their regiod locality. They can then
even become vital elements, attracting both taaigsd locals.
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Streszczenie

Niewielkie miejscowséci wojewddztwa lubelskiego obfitujw pokazna ilos¢ obiektéw
0 znaczcych walorach architektonicznych jak réwhidistorycznych swiadczcych
o kulturze zaprzesztych pokalePiaski, miasto znajduge sé na wschéd od Lublina,
réwniez moze poszczyd sie wartymi propagowania budynkami charakterystycznymi
dla niewielkich grodkéw miejskich. Mowa tutaj nie tylko o kamienitapazydowskich
jakie znajdua sie w tym pazydowskim miasteczku ale rowrievyskpujacych na jego
obrzezach zalageniach patacowych czy sakralnych. W artykule skotrogvano si na
obiekcie sakralnym - dawnym zborze kalskim, ktéry nieaytkowany popada w ruin
Aktualnie prowadzone przez miasto prace édi®dawnego zboru Kaielec staly si
katalizatorem do poszukiwania najlepszeptiveej funkcji uzytkowej, ktéra powinna si
znalez¢ w opisywanym obiekcie tak, by umwi¢ zachowanie jego waroi
architektonicznych dla przysztych pokaleAutorzy niniejszego artykutu pragméwniez
dowies¢ konieczné¢ prowadzenia tego typu badeoraz analiz wréd lokalnych
spotecznéci prowadacych ku znalezieniu najlepszej funkcji dla obiektéwarzuconej
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formie architektonicznej. Podgaj przykltad udanej rewitalizacji zespotu patacowo-
parkowego w Gardzienicach patmego niedaleko od barokowego zboru w Piaskach, w
niniejszym artykule przedstawione zostgjozytywne skutki towarzysze procesom
adaptacyjnym jakim mie zostéd poddana warkg architektoniczna.

Stowa kluczowe:  zbor kaldski, bracia polscy, Piaski, kaelec, rewitalizacja
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