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German planners trying to effectively solve the bpems of the complex housing
situation at the beginning of the ®@entury, eagerly reached for the ideas of the
Austrian planner, Camillo Sittego (1843-1903), wihohis designsdrew attention to
architectural scale, proportions and the presericgpatial elements such as squares,
green areas, as well as the breadth and the déstanfcbuildings. It has also become
important to access recreational, cultural andiservacilities as easily as possible.
Knuréw Settlements were designed according to thmseciples. Their intensive
development took place 1904-1939.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Since 1904 a number of changes were introducederpkans and the location
of the project of Knuréw Settlement.

However, since its implementation up to the preskttie has changed
the spatial shape of the estate. The most valuabterms of urban design and
architecture, is Settlement Il for workers. It wasated in a unique period,
when many architects have tried to change the apprao design. Knuréw
Settlement 1l incorporated a modest type of a fasose with a garden,
referring to the English cottage, and Henrici'saglevisible in the urban system,
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! described in detail in Sitte’s workity planning according to artistic principles.
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which expressed the avant-garde ideas in archrecline picturesqueness and
the simplicity of the architecture shaped its umigharacter. The Settlement llI
for workers, along with Settlements for office werk and Settlement 1V, is a
great example of this type of building from thelg&wventieth century since it is
one of the few Settlements which preserved almashanged to the present
day. This constitutes about its uniqueness andevas a monument of
architecture and thus, by cognitive identificatioontributes into the protection
of the cultural milieu and may help to take stepsiter the image and enhance
the attractiveness of Knurow, and in the long térenquality of life.

2. THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COMPLEX OF SETTLEMENTS
IN KNUROW

The settlement in Knuréw was associated with tleeaiery of coal and the
construction of the mine. Knuréw, a former smallage, becomes a mining
town [6]. The development of Settlements in Knurtwk place in the years
1904-1939. This is when subsequent complexes afdswere erected, which
differed in the character of building. The prepamt works aiming at
constructing of the mine (exploration of resourdesd dimensioning) were
commenced yet in 1889. Developing mining indusaguired more and more
employees. Thus, yet in 1903 it was obvious thabmld be necessary to built a
housing estate for the employees. The managemeaheafompany decided to
recognize the housing needs for workers. They pbthisample projects with
cost estimates from neighbouring companies: theleBaém and the
Schaffgotsch families. Plans and designs for femnify houses and two-family
houses were received, with the information thatytla#e most willingly
inhabited by workers. Basing on the data, the fissigns were elaborated.
These included: a four-family house, designed i©319houses for the |
Settlement for office workers (designed in 190% ittmplementation started in
1904). All properties are built in a similar styhdth elevations made of brick
with plastered planes, tiled roofs. The systemrd stand out for its special
urban planning. Until 1915, the construction wadmaéned according to the
plan, in a uniform style. This Settlement was dished in the 80s, and the
land was designed for new housing estates.



Impact of Karl Henrici's ideas on the development of settlements in Knuréw in the .... 113

(I‘ll‘bﬁﬁll‘!ulﬂ

L]
i B
1903-1905 [ Coony | 1920-1939 Colony IV
1906-1911 I Western Col. B pe (045 after 1945
1912-1919 Esstern Cotony I 1 saciities beyond

the area of
interest

Fig. 1. The chronology of the construction of tlatjgular parts
of the estate (according to Ciosek J., 2008)

The situation changed significantly when a promin&erman city
planner, Karl Henrici, Professor at the DepartmehtArchitecture of the
Technical University of Aachen, was invited to Kéat presumably as a
consultant to the design, by local architects i0419vho at that time was an
undercover government counsellor, a decoratedhfsr achievements in
construction and transportation. He began the warthe project by identifying
the needs of local population and the elaboratiom fonctional program of the
estate. The plan included to build a Settlemensisting of about 1,000 houses
for workers and 100 houses office workers. In logerentitled “Results of site
investigation visit and a meeting in Knuréw 28.804” Henrici writes:

.First of all, the plan should relate to the existj groups of houses;
however in such a way that it would produce a doseage of the town. The
plan should include the diversification of peopl@ achieve this, some land
plots should be designed for merchants, craftsneém, or they should be
exchanged[5].
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As a result, in 1904-1905 Henrici prepared a seifhs model project. It
assumed a north-south arrangement of roads whicldwoin the Settlement
with the plant. Three ways led to places were publility buildings were
grouped. The main road, situated in the vicinitytted mine yard [5], led to the
centre (market square) of the Settlement. The rhas§eare constituted the
central point of the design. It was surroundedviay-floor houses as well as the
most important public utility buildings.
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Fig. 2. Designed by K. Henrici in app. 1906 (soukeWeissach, W. Machowsky.
Das Arbeiterwohnungshaus, Berlin, 1910)

Henrici planned the settlement in the way that éuld be possible to
expand it as well as he foresaw the organisatiosonfie recreational areas
adjacent to the Settlement. In order to join th#l&aent with the surrounding
areas and make the expansion possible, Henrichgththe crossing roads up to
the northern border of the Settlement. Minor st@éth houses were weaved in
to the frame of the main streets. They were oritindanned not to be used for
transport but to be used as safe places for childr@lay. Along the 100-meter-
long street there were grouped from 20 to 28 sifeyidly houses. Two-floor
houses, apart from the market square, were alsmngthalong the crossing
roads which connected the Settlement with its orgsk
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Henrici applied various types of housing buildingluding: detached,
semi-detached and terraced houses. However, edtte dtfouses was supplied
with its own garden and outbuildings. They wereigiesd in the rural style, as
small, one-floor or two-floor houses with atticshéir scale and character
referred to English “cottages” or peasant housymictl for the region. Each
house was given an individual character throughidetEleven types of houses
were designed, and the total number of 90 houseseanected. One type of
houses did not survive to the present — it wasythe of a two-family house.

Fig. 3. Settlement 11l for workers, 1905. Fig. 4. Settlement IIl for workers, 1913.
Designed by K. Henrici (source: K. Seidl, Das
(source: ,Der Stadtebau®, 1906, Nr 6)  Arbeiterwohnungwesen, Kattowitz, 1913)

Settlement Il in Knurow was erected in 1907-19T%1e to mining
reasons, different area of location was selectethinSettlements (Il Settlement
for workers), Henrici’s concept was not implementdédemained only in the
form of sketch design, a kind of guidelines, whfarther planners in Knuréw
referred to in their designs. It did not excludether consultation with Karl
Henrici. Some publications suggest that the auttfothe Settlement Il for
workers was Henrici himself, as well as the conadphe further extension of
1913.

Although Henrici's project was not completed in tbiem as proposed, he
was undoubtedly the person who influenced the siofpee Settlement Il for
workers. The local version of the design was draagtording to his
recommendations.

The plan of Knuréw of 1919 finally shows the formdathe extent of the
realisation of Settlement Ill, which has been mdr&a the above presented plan
with a darker colour.
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Fig. 5. The project of the Settlement to be impletad Repr. from: K. Seidl,
Das Arbeiterwohnungwesen, Kattowitz 1913

3. CHARAKTERISTICS OF THE URBAN ARRANGEMENT
OF THE SETTLEMENT IN KNUROW

The current area of residential Settlement Il feram almost regular rectangle
of approximate dimensions 550 m by 250 m. The caosbn of housing estate
is defined by a network of six streets of the nalith direction and three
streets of east-west direction. One of the stréstsses” the whole area of the
estate and is extended along the north-south @iredinking compositionally
Settlements Il and IV, and the whole residentralaawith the area of the mine,
constituting the main vertical axis of the designdistinctive feature of the
system is the lack of straight sections of streets.

The introduction of winding streets aimed at insieg the
picturesqueness of the settlement, and to avoidotoag. The internal
communication in Settlement Il was also designedaasystem of pedestrian
and driving lanes, with the assumption that thecep&ould be also used as of
space for children to play. The network of strabitédes the estate into several
different quarters. Houses are grouped in sepgraders, thus creating interior
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courtyards. The desire to diversify the space earty visible. Each of the
resulting quarters building has its own unique ahter. Each of the formed
guarters of building has its own unique characi&e differences between the
western and eastern part of the settlement arelchdaible. The western part
of Settlement Ill is characterized by greater ragty of the street system and
the building line and by a more varied architecturbere are eight types of
buildings (originally 9), while in the eastern pdtere are only two, very
similar, types. However, the whole forms a harmasioombination.

There is no schematic urban layout, irregularlypgtotbnetwork of streets,
the gentle curves of streets, forming picturesquéoks, the ends of the streets
are closed with perpendicular walls of buildingolen lines of houses - these
are the features that made it possible to createlbbalanced urban interiors
with a customized scale. The climate of small-t@schitecture is achieved by:
spectacular views, the scale of development, andate urban interiors.

Settlement IV for the working class is differentriature from Settlement
lll. Together with Settlements Il and | (for offider workers) they look more
like a suburb of a Prussian town. In terms of urplamning, however, it is not a
special value. The original plan for the southeant pf the estate, assumed the
development of this part of the estate which woblel compositionally
consistent with Settlement lll. The implementatigas not realised according
to the plans, and the built part does not even bhas@mplete centre of services.
Settlement IV, partially built is not a fully “cleg” and “complete” system. It is
clear that its further development had been planiiégre were attempts to
supply this incomplete system in the western pdttt wome sports fields — the
original version assumed a pitch — now a stadiure lualt. However, neither
then nor now the parts were or are connected.

Settlement Il and | (for clerks) included a lotpivately-owned areas of
greenery. Currently, such a system did not survitie. composition of the estate
has been changed. Development was concentratédingtihese large gardens
for new housing, which does not merge with the gme=d historical buildings.

All residential buildings, at the time of their etion, were characterised
by high standards and functionality. One of thetdess improving the living
conditions was the toilets accessible, without hgvio go outside, from
specially designed loggias. It was a great conve@efor residents, as in the
previous buildings for workers, such solutions weoéused. The objects within
Settlements for clerks and inspectors, the sizegpaftments were larger and
their standards were higher. But even here there s&veral types of buildings:
for clerks of the first and second categories w&family or 4-family houses
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respectively. Houses for inspectors were singleifabuildings. Settlement 1l
in Knuréw was designed as a settlement-garden gittenery playing an
important role. In addition to the above-mentiorggden backyards and front
yards, the streets were lined with trees.

The intention was that the green areas would csorge compositional
(greenery along the streets and green groups &t ¢hds) and recreational
(sports grounds) features. The public utility bungs were surrounded by
generally accessible common green areas. Althohghekisting services: a
school, the post office, a factory shop and thaday, the whole premise lack in
an organised centre with services.

4. BUILDING TYPOLOGY

The type of building in Settlement Il for workinglass in Knuréw is
characteristic for a small-town. The parallelshis type of development can be
found in the designs of such Silesian estates aszo@iec in Katowice,
Rokitnica in Zabrze, or Settlement Zska Halda for working class. The
inspiration for the building was a combination loé tarchitecture of the Silesian
countryside house and an English cottage.

Today, there are 13 basic types of houses in Sevargties which can be
differentiated in the Settlement. There was evea more type, but it did not
survive to this day. The individual buildings diffm the plan, the shape of the
roof or in the details (loggias, avant-corps).

Despite the large number of types of developmeitfis, architectural
uniformity was maintained in KnurOéw. This was aclgié by using the same
materials and thanks to the uniform character & development. All the
buildings are two-floor objects for four to 21 fdies. Driven by economic
factors the idea to erect detached houses was abamdEach apartment for
workers had a fairly large kitchen with the spamed sink.

It consisted of one or two bedrooms. It was alsamgpd with a veranda.
Each of them had a separate entrance. Sanitarysraare on the landing or in
a utility room (located in the veranda). Housingemnded for officials were
larger. They are equipped with several bedroonistchen, a maid's room, a
pantry, a bathroom and a hallway.

The housing estate ensured its citizens optimalsaitdble conditions for
life.
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Fig. 6. Projects of various types of houses inSht#lement Knurowska - elevations
and projections. Repr. from: K. Seidl,
Das Arbeiterwohnungswesen, Kattowitz 1913

5. SUMMARY

Settlement Il for workers in Knuréw, although itsplementation had not been
completed, has had a huge cultural value in theleviegion. This is the work
of one of Europe's largest urban planners of thginbing of the twentieth
century. It is the evidence of the enlightenedkimg of shaping urban housing
units. It seems that despite the passage of timeemtanner and approach to the
design proposed by Karl Henrici have been stilidiaHenrici showed how to
shape the space to favour the sense of identitheofnhabitants, bring out its
advantages and improve the attractiveness andysafethe residence. The
present condition of the Knuréw Settlement is deatasy. It is absolutely
indispensable to immediately take the necessargunes in order to determine
the possibilities of how to shape and protect ibiider to preserve the cultural
identity of one of the Silesian towns.
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N o

WPLYW IDEII KARLA HAINRICIEGO NA ROZWOJ KOLONII
KNUROWSKICH W LATACH 1904-1939

Streszczenie

Narastajca u progu XX w. migracja ze wsi do miast w poswakiiu pracy
doprowadzita do powstania ¢gtych skupisk zabudowy, ktére w pokeniu
z przeludnieniem i katastrofalnsytuacy socjalno-bytow wymusita konieczn@
wznoszenia nie tylko przyfabrycznych zespotéw mhkesmowych, lecz calych osad
robotniczych. Niestety osiedla patronackie tylkogsciowo rozwhzywaly potrzeby
owczesnego mieszkalnictwa. Wobec skomplikowanej uagjt  mieszkaniowej
w miastach, urbagti niemieccy starap sk skutecznie rozwizat problemy, chtnie
sicgali po idee austriackiego planisty Camillo Sitteg(l843-1903), ktory
w projektowaniu (Sitte CCity planning according to artistic principlegwracat uwag
na skat architektonicza, proporcje i wysipowanie elementdéw przestrzennych jak
placéw, terendw zieleni, a taé na rozleghét i odlegtad¢ zabudowy. Konieczrigia stat
si¢ rowniez o ile to maliwe latwiejszy dosip do rekreacji, obiektow kultury czy
obiektow ustugowych. Zgodnie z zasad zaprojektowano zespot kolonii w Knurowie,
ktorych rozwoj przypada na lata 1904-1939.





